






 The Political Function 
 

◦ Government Watchdog 

 





 The Sentry Function 
 



I'm Just a Bill 

The Record-Keeping Function 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-eYBZFEzf8


 The Entertainment Function 



The Social Function 



The Marketplace Function 



 The Agenda-Setting Function 



Evaluating the Media 
 

-Newspapers p. 32 
-Radio p. 32 

-TV p. 33 
-Magazines p. 33 



The Ethics of Journalism 



One Riduckulous Situation 
By: Brigham Flint 

      Paw Print Editor-In-Chief 

For months, Duck Dynasty was captivating audiences, shattering 
records, and holding its spot as the most-watched and highest-rated 
show on cable TV. All that almost changed when one of the stars of 
the show, Phil Robertson, made several controversial remarks in an 
interview with GQ magazine that included his views on homosexuals 
and African Americans. Initially, A&E suspended Robertson from the 
show, saying in a statement they released soon after that “his 
personal views in no way reflect those of A&E Networks.” With later 
negotiations, he was eventually reinstated and the show again 
resumed filming. However, the controversy has remained- not so 
much regarding the issue of gay marriage, but over rights guaranteed 
under the First Amendment. In their official family statement, the 
“Duck Dynasty” crew agreed that Robertson’s comments were 
“unfiltered” and “coarse,” but argued that he was “expressing his 
faith, which is his constitutionally protected right.” The Constitution 
protects against “abridging the freedom of speech.” It has always 
upheld the right to hold an opinion, and voice that opinion. Each 
person has their own morals and opinions, and each should have an 
equal chance to express them. While allowing freedom to share views, 
the Constitution does not grant the right to use language that is 
ridiculing, discriminatory, degrading, or offensive. Those who are in 
the public eye that make comments like this run the risk of suffering 
losses in their jobs and other aspects of their lives. The Roman ruler 
Tacitus once said, “Reason and judgment are the qualities of a good 
leader.” For those like Phil Robertson who hold positions of 
prominence, who are in the spotlight, it is especially important to use 
their judgment not only in what they say, but how they say it.  



 

-Credibility 

-Accuracy 

-Objectivity 

 



Libel Law 



-Truth 

-Attribution is a trap 

-Privilege 

-Fair Comment 

-Admission of Error 

-Public Officials & Figures 

Defense Against Libel 



Tinker 

 Limits on Scholastic Journalism 
 

 

 



 School principals and advisers 
have the right to “in loco parentis”. 

 

Write this term and what you think 
this means. 

 It can hardly be argued that either 
students or teachers shed their 
constitutional rights to freedom of 
speech or expression at the 
schoolhouse gate…In our 
system,…school officials do not 
possess absolute authority over 
their students.  Students in school 
as well as out of school are 
“persons” under our Constitution. 

U.S.  Supreme Court Ruling 



Later, the court added that students 
and teachers “are possessed of 
fundamental rights which the state 
must respect”… 



Hazelwood 



The principal wouldn’t allow these two stories to be 
published because they invaded the privacy of the 

students involved, even though they were unnamed.  He 
feared they could be identified anyway. 

The Effects of Divorce on Students 





1. Seek truth and report it.  
 
2. Minimize harm.  
 
3. Act independently.  
 
4. Be accountable.  


